OATT Attachment AR Screening Study Process FAQ

Q. What is the definition of Long Term Service?

A. Long-Term Transmission Service has a term of one year or longer as defined in Section 1.18a of the SPP OATT.

Q. Are the Screening Studies optional?

A. Yes, the Screening Studies consist of two types of studies and are outlined in more detail below. 

Long-Term Service Requests (“LTSR”)
As proposed, the LTSR Screening Study’s intent is to provide customers with an approximation of the remedial costs of various proposed LTSR and a reasonable cost differential between various potential requests.
The benefits of utilizing the LTSR Screening study will be to provide customers with a tool that can be used to determine which LTSR to ultimately pursue which, in turn is likely to reduce the number of requests in the Aggregate Studies and the time necessary to complete such studies. 
While reviewing the proposed LTSR recommendation, the RTWG determined, in addition to the requests associated with Long-Term Service, requests for Delivery Point Transfers could also utilize a Screening Study process to determine whether a Delivery Point Transfer would have impacts on the SPP transmission system or on third parties. 
Delivery Point Transfers (“DPT”)
Often the Aggregate Study results show requests for DPT to have insignificant or no impact on the transmission system, and to have no third party issues resulting in no upgrades. As proposed, the DPT Screening Study’s intent is to provide customers with an option to enter a DPT study request into the AR screening study process.  
The benefit of utilizing a Screening Study process is to filter the DPT that need to be studied in the Aggregate Study process, which will further streamline the process by reducing the number of requests in the Aggregate study.  This will allow certain customers DPT requests that have been successfully screened with no required upgrades or third party issues the issuance of a Service Agreement in a more expedient manner.
Q. How much time do I have after entering an OASIS request to send the study agreement? 
A. Five days. For detailed step by step instructions please access the Screening Study Process Guidelines.

Q. Why do I need to provide an attestation when requesting a DPT study? 

A. Because the DPT study may result in the issuance of a service agreement. Section 30.2 of the SPP OATT outlines the requirements for Network Resource designation as noted below: 
“This request must include a statement that the new Network Resource satisfies the following conditions:  (1)  the Network Customer owns the resource, has committed to purchase generation pursuant to an executed contract, or has committed to purchase generation where execution of a contract is contingent upon the availability of transmission service under Part III of the Tariff; and (2) The Network Resources do not include any resources, or any portion thereof, that are committed for sale to non-designated third party load or otherwise cannot be called upon to meet the Network Customer's Network Load on a non-interruptible basis, except for purposes of fulfilling obligations under a reserve sharing program. The Network Customer’s request will be deemed deficient if it does not include this statement and the Transmission Provider will follow the procedures for a deficient Application as described in Section 29.2 of the Tariff.

Q. When is a customer required to provide the signed attestation statement for a DPT study regarding DNR ownership/purchase per OATT 29.2 requirements?

A. At the time of application, (when the OASIS request is made).   The customer may also be required to provide another attestation at the time of confirmation of the OASIS request if a new term of service is required at the end of the study.
Q. Is there an attempt to streamline the attestation process?

A. Yes. SPP is pursuing the attestation process to be included in the OATI OASIS interface by electronic means.
Q. What is the difference between the AC and DC Analysis?

A. An AC analysis process is PSS/E. It identifies both voltage and thermal limitations. A DC analysis process is performed using PSS Must which identifies only thermal limitations. A DC analysis can typically be performed in less time than an AC analysis resulting in a shorter turn-around time and lower cost than the same study done using an AC analysis.

Q. Will requests in active Aggregate Transmission Service Studies be included in the model when performing LTSR and DPT studies?

A. Yes, service being studied in active Aggregate Studies will be added to the base case models.

Q. Is DC analysis available for DPT studies?

A. No, DPT screening studies are AC only due to the fact that they can lead to a final conclusion resulting in a service agreement. 

Q. If ATC is consumed by a DPT request, is a service agreement still issued?

A. Yes, however only if no new overload or voltage violations are identified.

Q. For a customer’s DPT request, what is considered a significant impact which would affect the ability to obtain a service agreement?

A. Any third-party limitations or limitations identified on the SPP transmission system that would result in a new network upgrade.

Q. What happens when the TO voltage monitoring criteria are more restrictive than the SPP criteria?

A. The most restrictive criteria is used.

Q. Can the LTSR screening studies be used to study both Point to Point and Network Integration Transmission Service?  

A. Yes, the LTSR screening study may be used to study both Point to Point and Network Integration Transmission Service. The DPT screening study is only applicable to Network Integration Transmission Service requests.  
Q. Can requests for re-directs utilize the screening study process?

A. Yes, new Point to Point request or requests for a re-direct of Point to Point service may be studied via the LTSR screening study.
